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trenches thrown about the city, which contained
about 350,000 inhabitants.

It would have been easy to compel surrender or
evacuation by the guns of the fleet, had it not been
for an additional element in the situation. Manila
was already besieged, or rather blockaded, on the
land side, by an army of nearly ten thousand
Philippine insurgents under their shrewd leader,
Emilio Aguinaldo. It does not necessarily follow
that those who are fighting the same enemy are
fighting together, and in this case the relations
between the Americans and the insurgents were
far from intimate, though Dewey had kept the sit-
uation admirably in hand until the arrival of the
American troops.

General Merritt decided to hold no direct com-
munication with Aguinaldo until the Americans
were in possession of the city, but landed his
army to the south of Manila beyond the trenches of
the Filipinos. On the 30th of July, General F. V.
Greene made an informal arrangement with the
Filipino general for the removal of the insurgents
from the trenches directly in front of the American
forces, and immediately advanced beyond their
original position. The situation of Manila was in-
deed desperate and clearly demanded a surrender